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How homeowners can turn attics into livable spaces
How to prepare a fireplace for the winter
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NORWICH OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT
5876 County Rd. 32- East River Road, Norwich

_ 607-334-4378
www.norwichope.com &5 &2

8:00-5:00 Monday-Friday and 8:00-12:00 on Saturday

How to prepare
a fireplace for
the winter

As hours of daylight shorten and fall gives way to winter, thoughts shift
from fall foliage to spending time cuddling under warm blankets and
being cozy indoors. A fireplace can improve the ambiance of any room
and help to create a warm and welcoming gathering spot.

Home fireplaces typically are wood-burning or gas. Though maintenance
for these fireplaces differs, certain preparatory steps must be taken to
prepare a fireplace for winter.

Clear the clutter

Items can accumulate in areas that are not in use, and a fireplace is no
exception. Take a few hours to remove any belongings from in front of the
fireplace and clean the mantle thoroughly.

Have the chimney cleaned

Hire a professional chimney cleaning company to inspect the chimney and
clean it thoroughly before winter. According to BobVila.com, a chimney
should be cleaned once a year, or after about every 80 fires. The National
Fire Protection Association says failure to properly clean chimneys is one
of the leading contributors to home fires. That’s due to creosote, a highly
flammable residue that builds up in the flue that lines the chimney.

Inspect the interior

The interior of a wood-burning fireplace is likely lined with fire bricks.
Check for cracks and loose joints. Hire a professional mason to make any
repairs, as special materials are needed to withstand the heat of fires.

KEEP YOUR POWER
ON, EVEN WHEN THE
POWER'S OUT.

Whenever there’s an outage,
KOHLER®generators keep
your lights on, your fridge cold
and your house cozy. And
they can power your entire
home.” No matter the weather,
we’re with you.

From engines to generators,
we give the world power.

e

Plumbing® Heating® Air Conditioning

Commercial | Residential | Industrial
Custom Duct Fabrication

607-336-5572

6053 Co. Rd. 32, Norwich, NY 13815
www.avoliobrothers.com
brothers@centralny.twcbc.com
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Install a chimney cap and
screen

According to Family
Handyman, a chimney cap is a
protective covering that goes
over the top of the chimney. It
is made of steel or copper
mesh with a cap on top. This
protects the chimney from rain
and downdrafts and keeps
animals and debris from
getting into the chimney.

KAUFFMAN BUILDING

Bainbridge, NY
www.kauffmanbuilding.com

607-563-1024

Prune overhanging branches

If there are trees close to the home and the chimney, cut them back, as
they can be a fire hazard. Branches and leaves also can restrict the proper
draft of the chimney.

Assess the outdoor vent
Gas fireplaces typically emit exhaust through a vent in the home. Remove
any blockages from the vent, including leaves, cobwebs and debris.

Check glass or other coverings

The glass or face of the fireplace helps regulate carbon monoxide
exposure and protects people from the flames. Be sure the glass covering
1s intact.

Clean ceramic logs

Gas fireplaces use ceramic logs, rocks or beads that can become dusty.
Clean them prior to use. Dirty ceramic logs can be a fire hazard and
produce an unpleasant burning smell.

Check the blower and pilot
If the fireplace has an electric blower, clean and dust it so it doesn’t

become clogged. Inspect the pilot light for any wear and tear that includes We have the solution to all
wiring or structural issues. your Storage needs_

It takes several steps to prepare fireplaces for cold weather seasons when 1
they’re most likely to be used with frequency. FH238154 ca" tOday for a shed qUOte-

bl Home Eqully, Linesof Credfi
1.99%: 8.50%x

E 12-Month Introductory Rate Current Non-Promotional

No Closing Costs!** Variable Rate

877.642.7328 | SFCUONLINE.ORG | Aﬁ?f?TODAY

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. As of 08/21/23, the introductory rate of 1.99% Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is a promotional rate and will not change until the first day
of the 13th month after the day of the loan closing. After the promotional period, the loan will become a variable rate loan and the interest rate and payment may change.
The interest rate is based on the highest prime rate (Index) published in the Wall Street Journal plus the Margin (ranging 0.00 - 0.25%). Margin is based on credit
worthiness and Loan-To-Value. No floor rate and max. APR = 15%. **If HELOC is paid off and closed within 3 years, the borrower agrees to reimburse the Credit

Union for closing costs initially waived (Estimated Cost = $300 -$4,000). Title insurance may be required and is paid by the borrower. Eligible properties are @

1-4 family, owner-occupied residences in NYS. Membership eligibility required. Loan approval based on credit worthiness. Subject to change without notice.

NMLS# 609016 T
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STORE IT
WITH STYLE

We build durable custom wood sheds in a variety of sizes, shapes
and styles to fit your needs and match your home!

14°x20° Deluxe Cottage

or Rent-To-Own for
$351.85/mo for 36 mos.

*7,000

Delivery & On-Site Building Service Available

FREE 40 MILE
DELIVERY
from Richfield
Springs

* Pressure Treated
Skids & Joists
* 3/4” Tongue & Groove Flooring
» Shingle or Metal Roofing
For details and a free quote please contact us today.

Yoder’s Quality Sheds

278 Atswell Road, Richfield Springs
315-858-0841

e COUNTERTOPS -

Over

60 Years

Of Design &
Construction

The Ultimate in Quality
Craftsmanship and Materials

Stop in and see how beautiful they are.

PORCH ENCLOSURES

 SUNPIPE

Cabinetry
* by RCW, Decora & Wolf

¢ Custom, Semi-Custom, Stock
and More!

Beautiful...

CORIAN -

Whal fo know
aboul replacing
gulters

Certain home renovation projects are more glamorous than others. A
remodeled kitchen is sure to garner its share of “oohs and aahs,” while a
newly paved driveway is much less likely to dazzle guests.

A gutter replacement is another job that might not have the wow factor. But
fully functioning gutters are a must and can help to prevent potentially
expensive roof damage. Gutters rarely draw attention, but homeowners can
keep an eye out for signs that indicate gutters need to be replaced.

Signs gutters should be replaced

Various signs indicate it’s time to replace existing gutters. Homeowners

should act promptly if any of the following signs arise, as poorly functioning

gutters can make it hard for water to get into the downspouts, ultimately

pushing it backward and likely underneath roof shingles, where the result

can be costly water damage.

* Peeling paint

* Cracks

* Pooling water in the gutter

* Mildew in the gutter, which can sometimes be seen even from the ground

» Water damage: Water damage on the gutter can be limited to certain spots
and will be noticeable on the underside of the gutter

* Soffit damage

* Sagging gutters

* Detached gutters, which can be detached from other pieces or the house

* Rust

Who should replace gutters?
Many home improvements can be completed successfully by skilled do-it-

GRANITE -

Designing a new kitchen or bath
is easy when you let us help you!

ZINVNO -

-
P>
=
:
=
e

Countertops
¢ Granite * Quartz ¢ Corian
e Laminate ¢ Porcelain ¢ Solid Wood

aoom darios -

ESTABLISHED 1979

27 Smith St, Sidney, NY* 607-563-3400

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-4:30; Sat. 9:00-Noon or call for private appointment
www.TandGCustomCabinetry.com

* STAIRCASES ¢ RAILING SYSTEMS ¢« WINDOWS ¢ DOORS - FINISHED or UNFINISHED
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yourselfers, but a gutter replacement is best left to the professionals.
Homeowners who live in single-story homes may be able to replace gutters
on their own, but the issues that can arise when gutters are not functioning at
optimal capacity make this a job best suited to professionals, even in
residences without high roofs.

Some gutters may be under a manufacturer’s warranty, so homeowners can
check to see if their gutters qualify for a free upgrade. Experience is one of
the best reasons to work with a professional gutter installation team.
Experienced professionals can identify which gutters are the best fit based on
a host of factors, including the pitch of the roof, local conditions and the size
of the house. In addition, gutter installation requires the use of various tools
that many DIYers may not have on hand, which can cut into the cost savings
of doing the project yourself.

Homeowners also should not underestimate the challenges of working on
ladders that are high up off the ground. Professionals are accustomed to such
challenges, while DIYers may not be comfortable or used to climbing ladders
with materials and tools in hand.

A gutter replacement is a worthwhile investment that can ensure rain water
efficiently and effectively runs through gutters and away from the roof.
Leaving this task to the professionals can ensure the job is done right.
FH238149

Home

Energy Loan
) Special

Don't wait for the “Season of Freezin” to
button up your home from colder weather!
Get that house in shape NOW with a
home energy loan from Chen-Del-O FCU

— to stay toasty all winter long.
Money can be used to pay for wood, oil,
pellets, gas, etc. for the season.

6 mos. - 6.50% APR

12 mos. - 7.00% APR
Up to 24 mos. - 7.50% APR
(Appliances only)

Borrow up to $5000 over the
$10,000 maximum unsecured.
From Aug. 16, 2023 to Oct. 17, 2023.

1
i

Don't need fuel or wood? Upgrade your
old furnace or appliance to a sparkly,
efficient new one!

Wood or pellet stove, generator,
refrigerator, stove, washer, dryer or freezer.
Bring in your estimate/bill less than 6
months old (required). New money only,
some restrictions may apply.

W ., ; |

Chen-Del-0
Federal Credit Union

www.chendelo.org NCUA | m=e=

114 Main St., PO Box 102, Franklin, NY 13775  607-829-3560 * Fax 607-829-3561

SPECIALIZING IN:

* Pre-cast Septic Tanks
and Landscape Blocks

e Ready-mix Concrete

* Washed Sand and Gravel
6543 Middleport Rd., Hamilton, NY 13346

315-824-2700

Family Owned
And Operated

We Have
The Missing Piece
To Your Oldest Part

Fluorescent Bulbs, LED Bulbs
Circuit Breakers- Federal Pacific,
Pushmatic ITE, [D| XO’s,
Zinsco/Sylvania, Wadsworth,
100-200 Amp Pole Services
Lamp Repair
Cord Replacement onTools

OIS OVVANET:
Blectricall Coniractor
JIEH«E

e

-

C.V. Electric Suppl
Matt & David Ring p p y
Over 46 Years In Business

12 Park Street, Norwich ¢ 607-334-3292  Fax 607-336-8324
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Wakeman 1

Unadilla, New York

Screened Gravel, Stone
Products & Cobbles

Delivery Available

607-434-4132

Gravel Bank

oY [H0 ' 7 - ollk]

Priceless Peace of Mind.
Low Monthly Premiums.

Trusted Insurance
Solutions to Safeguard
Your Family, Property
& Future

e Life Insurance

* Business Insurance
* Homeowners

* Renters

» Automotive

* Motorcycle

* Marine

Rinker Agency LLC Q)
607-639-1930 |

191 Main St. PO Box 23, Afton, Ny AlIState.
roxannalrinker@yahoo.com

Call today for a comprehensive consultation and
rate quote. We have the knowledge, experience and
network to ensure you receive the best coverage for
your needs at the best possible price.

Aute Home Life Retirement

Ask about our affordable umbrella policies!

Improve
entertainin
Spaces

Some homes are seemingly built for entertaining, while others may
need a little help to make them more fit for hosting dinner, holiday
gatherings or an evening with friends.

Overall, one-quarter of people entertain guests in their home either
daily or weekly across the globe. One-third entertain monthly,
according to findings from GFK Insights.

People who open their homes to loved ones may want to make some
modifications to their spaces to improve the experience for all involved.
* Tame the clutter. Look for ways to reduce clutter in rooms where
entertaining takes place. Built-ins with bookshelves and cabinets can
hide electronics and wayward toys or collectibles. Focus attention on
the entryway, hanging hooks for collecting coats, keys and shoes, so
they do not overrun the foyer. Remove any knickknacks or other
breakable items from shelves or on coffee tables to free up more space.
* Improve conversation seating. Arrange tables and chairs to create
conversation nooks for guests who want to talk and get to know one
another better. Consider moving out big and bulky sofas in favor of
love seats or comfortable chairs that will take up less room and
improve flow in entertaining areas.

* Find the pieces you like. Think about how you tend to entertain and
then cater your space to those preferences. For example, a large dining
table with fold-out extensions or leaves is ideal for someone who
regularly hosts formal dinner parties. Renovate a room to include a
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See Us for All Your Rental Needs!

Welder & Cutting Equipment T S [ 2
Heaters- All Sizes =t AMSOIL DEALER,
Forced Air Multi-fuel Heater r also Selling Truck
175,000 BTU Residential & Accessories &
Commercial Plows/Parts
Power Tools + Skid Steers

1/2” Hammer Drill 28V 2 « Backhoes
Demo Saw « Attachments
Power Broom + Dozers

Air Jack Hammer
Electric Jack Hammer (w/bits) Excavators

Paint Sprayer Eg:::s
small bar and club chairs for a lounge feel if cocktail parties are Power Equipment « Lifts
* Improve lighting. Work with an electrician and/or designer who can Pressure Washer ) ol + Off Road
offer ideas for lighting that can set the mood for entertaining. Rooms B 19 Tile Saw ﬁ‘ e NN TrHCKs
that are dull and dim can benefit from overhead lighting fixtures if 2" Sump Pump - " Trailers
. P . Appliance Hand Truck - Golf Carts
there are none already available. Task lighting in the kitchen under Post Hole Drill Side by Sid
cabinets can make it easy to prepare food for guests. Wall sconces or Walk Behind Brush Hog ide Dy sides
focused lighting on artwork can establish a dramatic effect. Log Splitter ' WE RENT TO
* Do major construction. Consider working with a builder to make Walk Behind Tiller
! s Trencher Earth Saw HOMEOWNERS

some changes if you simply don’t have the space to entertain. Taking
down a wall can open kitchens to living spaces, while adding a deck or Floor Sander & CO_NTRA_C IORS

three-season room off the kitchen or dining room can provide more 9368 State Highway 12, Norwich, NY 13815
S f Rentals by ’ ’

pace for guests to congregate. 2 4 4 0 25 2
* Install a guest bath. Update or add a bathroom near the main the Day, 607' =

VIVI;’ek tzr upstatequalityrental@icloud.com
i) Open Mon.-Fri. 7:30-4:30, Sat. 7:30-noon, Closed Sun.

entertaining areas. This allows guests to discretely use the bathroom
and keeps them from roaming in areas of the house you would prefer
they avoid. DE18B418

Are you looking to add
a touch of luxury to your kitchen?

Do you want to increase the value of your
home and make your kitchen more functional?

Then it’s time to upgrade your kitchen countertops
with Quartz, Granite or Solid Surface!

' n‘l fﬂ At Granite Works, we offer a wide range of quartz, granite and solid surface countertop
options to help you transform your kitchen into the heart of the home.

Our team of experts will work with you to choose the perfect quartz, granite or -
solid surface countertops for your kitchen. Quartz and solid surface countertops offer both 133 William Donn e"y Industrial Pkwy

Whether you prefer a solid color or a patterned look, we have a perfect Waverly, NY 14892
_ quartz, granite or solid surface material to meet your needs! 607-565-7012
Don't wait! NOW OFFERING: www.nygraniteworks.com
Contact us today to schedule FREE Undermount 50/50 Double Bowl Free Estimates:
: Stainless Steel Sink™ with a purchase of .
an appomtmenlt and star.t the prolcess : 30 Squa:e fe(::”or mo:‘e! quotes@nygraniteworks.com

of transforming your.lfltchen with $100 OFF any stock vanity top* with a | \
the beauty and durability of quartz, purchase of your kitchen countertop nvenlory.

granite or solid surface countertops! *While supplis last bravoresourcesinc.com
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1) All containers must be clean
& covers removed

#1 — see through plastic =#] PETE
#2 — colored plastic jugs & bottles = #2 HDPE

Colored
#2 — milky color
plastic jugs & bottles = #2 HDPE

Natural

#b —tubs = #b PP
all metal food & drink cans = Tin Cans
clear glass food & drink

containers = Clear Glass
most wine bottles = Green Glass
most beer/yeast bottles = Brown Glass
Household Batteries junk mail/magazines/paper = Junk Mail

(just tape ends with clear tape) newspaper/pennysaver = Newsprint

Fluorescent Light Bulbs cardboard boxes /
(limit 2 per day per resident) kraft paper = Cardboard*

We Also Accept * Waxy or plastic coated cardboard is garbage.

All Electronics** L.
**$7 50 fee for CRT / tube style televisions / monitors All CLEAN recy01lﬂg 1s FREE!

3 Convenient Locations

1) NORTH NORWICH TRANSFER STATION KEEP YOUR
—~ 6701 NYS Hwy 12, Norwich COMMUNITY SAFE!

Batteries placed in the
M 8-noon, T-Sat 8-4 garbage or curbside bin can be

damaged and cause fires or

2) BRISBEN TRANSFER STATION contaminate our water supply.

— 177 Coutermarsh Rd., Greene Be sure to remove the battery

M 8—noon. T-Sat 8-4 from your device, tape both
’ ends and recycle your

3) PHARSALIA LANDFILL batteries separately at

_ 439 CR 47, Norwich our facility.
M-F 8-4, Sat 8—noon

Watch for upcoming recycling programs at the landfill and transfer stations.
For all recycling and trash disposal questions
call 607-337-1792.
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National

FLOOR CENTER

Shop Local and
Reinvest Your
Dollars in Our

Local Community

e Drive a little, save a lot.

e Our best hardwood flooring is manufactured in
Syracuse, NY by Maine Traditions.

e Our tile setting materials are manufactured in
Plattsburg, NY by Schluter.

e Our forklifts are manufactured in Greene, NY by
Raymond Corporation.

e All of our vehicles are purchased from local
dealerships.

e All of our fuel is purchased from locally owned
Mirabito stations.

e Our warehouse and showroom are both leased
from local landlords.

e All of our charitable contributions are made to
local organizations.

* e are a member of The Flooring Network.
The Flooring Network brings together 50 of the
largest independent retailers in the northeast, to
maximize buying power, inventory, and shipping
logistics. This allows us to deliver faster than most
national chains at very competitive prices.

114ddVD

O OMdYVH

Proud Member of

THE

FLOORING

NETWORK

FREE DELIVERY
to Chenango & Delaware
Counties

Step Up To National Floor Center...

A&t‘ml\ﬁi FLOOR CENTER

Floor Center

National Floor Center Main Showroom
46 South Washington Street
Binghamton, NY 13905

607-296-4302 / 607-772-1212
Open Mon-Fri 9 am-7 pm, Sat 9 am-5 pm, Sun 12-5

www.nationalfloorcenter.com
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A Different Kind of Energy Company CANAL STRE ET

HARDWARE & SUPPLY

ALL YOUR WINTER SURVIVAL
NEEDS UNDER ONE ROOF!

If we don’t have it and you need it, we'll get it!

CALLUS! . _
1
We carry

[ Satone e R
— Sewwing Aguicudie ;

STOMERS

NEW OIL CU

NEW PROPANE CUSTOMERS

GET YOUR GET 25¢ OFF

FIRST FILL PER GALLON
FOR99¢ PER OR ONYOUR
GALLON FIRST ORDER

e Snow Shovels e Rock Salt e Dry Shod Boots
IS andiaonaliionsiapplsiienectsiom e onl; e Insulated Boots ¢ Gloves ¢ Wild Bird Seed and Suet
¢ \Wood Pellets & Rice Coal ¢ PLUS SO MUCH MORE!

e We Fill Propane Tanks WE MAKE

HYDRAULIC

HOSE
ON-SITE!

o Interior & Exterior
Valspar Paints,
Call Today 800-723-2583 Cabot Stains & Supplies
Sign up online
www.blueoxenergy.com

3 South Canal Street, Oxford « 607-843-6929
Expanded Hours: 7 am-6 pm M-F, 7 am-4 pm Sat. & Sun. [ sassie

Established 1946

WATERVILLE
962 Route 12
A ] 315-841-4181
CANASTOTA
4154 Route 31
e e 315-697-2214
the fast, durable Sidekick.
i oot ol e LOWVILLE
e 8207 Route 26
315-376-0300

Together we do more?

WhitesFarmSupply.com

KubotaUSA.com

*Excludes California models. © Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2023, This material is for descriptive purposes only, Kubota disclaims all representations and warranties, express or implied,
or any liability from the use of this material, For complete warranty, safety, incentive offer and product information, consult your local dealer or go to KubotaUSA.com,




Fall Home Improvement #2 / October 3, 2023 11

How homeowners
can turn attics
into livable spaces

Houses typically feature various areas that are
traditionally designed for storage, such as
garages, basements and attics. However, with
some renovation, these spaces can be
transformed into livable areas.
Homeowners who would like to convert attics
into livable spaces need to take certain things
into consideration before starting an
improvement project. While the attic may seem
like it has plenty of room and is structurally
sound enough to walk in, that’s not necessarily
so. To be converted into usable living space, an
attic must be
brought up to

Attic renovations the standards of
can give modern
homeowners building codes,
. according to the
more space in design experts
their homes, at Board &
which can be Keltlu?&'
etrofitting
used as offices, beams and

bedrooms or
COZy corners.

insulation can
eat up available
space in an
attic. Thus, it is
best to consult an expert to see if an attic can be
converted.

Furthermore, an attic that was not initially
designed as a room when the house was built
can add extra “load” upstairs if it is converted.
That could present certain structural problems.
That means a structural engineer also must be
consulted to see if adding beams, flooring and
drywall will necessitate other changes elsewhere
in the home to accommodate the extra load.

In order to have a functional attic room, building
codes will dictate that it needs to be accessible
by a full-size staircase. Also, it will need to have
another exit in case of an emergency so that will
likely be an accessible window, according to the
home information site The Fill. Homeowners’
budgets and renovation plans will need to factor
into these considerations. Homeowners also are
advised to check local permits to determine
what else may be required to go forward. It is
best to follow the rules. Lack of a permit for
work can affect the ability to sell a home down
the line.

Individuals also should plan for heating and
cooling upgrades as the home will need to have
ductwork installed in the attic, or at the least, a
stand-alone heating and cooling unit. As heat
rises, it can get quite warm in an attic, so
ventilation and comfort should be considered.
The attic will need to be wired for electricity for
lighting and other needs. Air sealing and
additional insulation can the attic space more
comfortable as well. Consult with a qualified
electrician and an HVAC technician and have an
energy audit done to discuss needs.

Attic renovations can give homeowners more

space in their homes, which can be used as
offices, bedrooms or cozy corners. This is no
small undertaking and all of the right steps
need to be followed to ensure a legal, safe and
successful renovation. FH238148

PAY OFF YOUR
HOME FASTER.

Introducing our 23 in °23 Mortgage:

Get a shorter term and a fixed rate, only available in 2023.

Want to learn more?

Scan to contact your nearest mortgage lender.

Apply today at www.nbtbank.com/mortgage

Forbes EIFE]
WORLD'S

P

focused on what matters

BEST BANKS

OMo
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SAVE
$10,000

Largest Modular

. Capes
Selection ~nd

In The .
2 Stories
Northeast On Display

N.Y.’s Manufactured Housing Supercenter

Richfield Springs ¢ 315-858-1600
FREE DELIVERY & SETUP WITH 60 MILES

Visit Us At www.americanhomesny.-.com
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What to know about
kitchen countertop
materials

Kitchens are the busiest rooms in most homes. Kitchens have become more
than just places to prepare meals, with many functioning as gathering spaces
and even go-to dining spots in homes that do not feature formal dining
rooms.

So much time spent in the kitchen makes it worthwhile to invest in these
popular spaces. Kitchen renovations are high on many homeowners’ to-do
lists, and there’s many decisions to make once they commit to redoing the
room. When renovating a kitchen, homeowners will have to choose which
countertop material they want to install, and the following rundown of
popular options can help simplify that decision.

Quartz

Quartz is considered a low-maintenance and durable countertop material. The
home improvement experts at This Old House note that quartz countertops
are typically 94 percent ground quartz and now come with an honed,
sandblasted or embossed treatment, which makes them appealing to
homeowners with varying ideas on the ideal look of a kitchen countertop.
Quartz can crack if it’s not handled properly, and edges and corners can chip
over time. Rounded edges can minimize the risk of chipping. Costs vary by
location and product availability, but quartz typically costs about the same as
natural stone.

Granite

Consumer Reports notes that no two slabs of granite are the same, and that
uniqueness has long appealed to homeowners. Tests run by Consumer
Reports found that heat, cuts and scratches did not harm granite, though this
material, like quartz, can crack around edges and corners. Granite is a durable
material that, if properly maintained, can last several decades. Granite also is
nonporous, which makes it resistant to bacteria.

HOME REPAIRS
HANDYMAN SERVICE

One Stop Shopping,
WE DO IT ALL-BIG OR SMALL

Complete plumbing service, flooring,
lights, fans, locks, windows,
complete tile service, painting,
carpentry, sheet rock repair, doors,
bathroom kitchen repairs, trim.

40 Years of
Experience
* Fully Insured

If Pop
Can’t Fix It

No One
Can!

Gregory “Pop” Huzinec, Sr. <X
Office: 607-373-3723 | Cell: 607-888-0076

Laminate

Laminate countertops appeal
to budget-friendly
homeowners and Consumer
Reports notes that they’re
easy to install. Home Depot
also notes that laminate
countertops come in a wide
range of colors, textures and
designs. Laminate
countertops also are durable,
which helps budget-
conscious homeowners
stretch their dollars even
further. Laminate
countertops are easily
maintained, though it’s also
easy to permanently damage
them with knives, so
Consumer Reports
recommends always using a
cutting board when
preparing meals on laminate.

Butcher Block

Butcher block countertops
are among the more unique
options homeowners may
consider. Sometimes referred to as “wood countertops,” butcher block
countertops are made from wooden strips that are fused together. The home
improvement experts at BobVila.com note that butcher block is among the
more affordable materials, but the final cost will be dictated by location and
availability. BobVila.com notes that butcher block countertops are highly
sensitive to liquid, so exposure to moisture should be limited. Sealing butcher
block countertops immediately after installation can help protect against
bacteria and warping. Though butcher blocks can be high maintenance, many
homeowners find the unique look is well worth the extra elbow grease.
Kitchen countertops can define how the room looks, and homeowners have
many options to choose from when designing a new kitchen. FH238147

e Glass May,

GLASS & MIRROR

e TABLE TOPS

e PLEXIGLASS

e TEMPERED SAFETY
GLASS

o LAMINATED SAFETY
GLASS

Glin Tatum
glintatum@aol.com

607-624-0615
3498 State Hwy. 12

o INSULATED GLASS ‘l)égggd, NY
e SCREEN & WINDOW
REPAIRS Hours: Wed. - Sat.
10to 5

e SHOWER DOORS
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We can build the” ¢

outrageous or / 4*

Why excavation is
clesall Hesmnvor SAS%27 | hestleftto the
complex structures. =T
+ Block Work to Framing + Land Clearing n rntess i 0 n a I s
» Sheet Rock to Electric to Pond Building
« Kitchens to Bathrooms + Patios to Retaining Walls

» Post Beam to Custom Wood Work and Everything in Between

When shopping for a home, buyers often try to envision themselves living in

1-800-723-9092 a given property. Images of family gatherings and holidays may instantly
315-691-4900 come to mind, but prospective homeowners also may begin to envision

Don't be fooled by the Name. changes they would make to a property if they were eventually to call it

We're the Best in the Game! home.

www.citiscapellc.com Changing an existing structure or building an entirely new home on an empty

Senior Citizen & Military Discounts plot of land can be exciting. Such changes typically require excavation,

which is a complicated process that may be necessary for projects big or

- - small.
superior Heating &

- - What is excavation?
AI r n “ ct c I e a n I n g Excavation is the process of extracting material from the ground by digging.
Earth, rock and other materials may be moved during the excavation process.

Can do-it-yourselfers excavate?
Skilled DIYers who have participated in excavation projects in the past may

Ki rk Ga rd ner be able to handle a project on their own. However, it’s important that
homeowners recognize that excavation is about more than just digging in the
607 '349 '0831 ground. It’s a complicated process that requires the use of specialized tools

and equipment. In addition, a strong understanding of the land that will be
excavated is required for the project to be safe and go smoothly.

@ “ke “s 0“ Facenonk Why hire an excavation professional?

Even the most skilled DIYer might be better off hiring an excavation
professional than going it alone. That’s true for a number of reasons.
* Liability: Homeowners who hire a fully licensed and insured professional
excavation firm can rest easy knowing that they will not be responsible for

Heating, Electric, Air Conditioning, Plumbing, Carpentry, Home Repair

Don't Buy a Pole Barn Packaye
Until You've Contacted Us!

We Offer Competitive Pricing

La Wnhn C are and Guarantee Satisfaction.
POLE BARN PACKAGE

Contact us 24’ X 32° X 10°

for all of ' s ' POST FRAME
your | PACKAGE:

mowing I, call for ~J
and Designed to meet current pricing ¢
Your Needs

1 1 _ i1 N =S « MATERIAL PACKAGE
trl m m I n g . ) » Pre-Engineered Wood Trusses (6/12 Pitch, 4’ O/C)
needs.

' s“Ens *4.125 x 5.187 Structural Glulam 3 Ply Eave Posts (8’ O/C)
[ * 4.125 x 5.187 Structural Glulam 3 Ply Gable Posts (10’ O/C)

AVAILABLE | .5 Treated Skirt Boards (1 Row)

N W y A + 2 x 4 Wall Girts (24" O/C) and Roof Purlins (24” 0/C)
' e + 2 x 10 Double Top Girt Truss Carrier
F ree +1/4” M W | Dbl. Bubb. Dbl. Foil Temp Shield Insulation on Roof
« Beige Evertast Il Traditional Steel Siding

[
. * lvy Evertast Il Traditional Steel Roof
Estlmates Offe rI n g Fal I < Today .ngelf;%‘omwsgt‘jvlgix Per Post Hole

[
* Two Clopay 9 x 8 4300 Series Ins. Overhead Door Ins. Stds
& Fu"y Ae ratl on ! for Your * One 3’ 9 Lite Entry Door

I nsu red | E—— F RE E « 12” OVERHANG ON ALL SIDES W/ VENTED ALUM. SOFFIT

* FASTENERS
*11/2 Inch Screw for Steel Wall, Roof Panels
*51n. Ledger Lock Screw for Truss Carrier
* 3 1/2 In. Galv. Pole Bam Nails for Skirt Board

Christopher: 607-316-1382  DETAILED BUALOWG BLARS
Jeff: 607-316-0915
candjlawncareny@gmail.com

2726 State Hwy. 7, Bainbridge, NY
Mﬂ\u NTAINTOP 2255t 7 Bainbricgo Ny
W nte rp rises 607-967-4877 =&

www.metalroofingandmetalsiding.com
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any damages or injuries that may occur during the project.

* Permits/requirements: A professional excavation firm typically files all the
necessary paperwork for work permits or can advise which permits
homeowners will need to go forward with the project. In addition,

professionals will know the local laws regarding building and excavation. For

example, homeowners may be unfamiliar with the concept of lateral support,

which refers to landowners’ right to have their land physically supported in its

natural state by adjoining land and underground structures. This is an
important concept to understand during an excavation project, and
professionals can advise homeowners if a project they want to undertake will
violate lateral support laws.

* Experience: Perhaps the best reason to work with excavation professionals
is their experience. A lack of excavation experience can result in damage to a
homeowner’s property and surrounding properties, which can prove costly.
DIYers may not know the type of soil they have on their property nor
recognize the different types of challenges each type of soil can present
during an excavation project. Such knowledge comes with experience and is
often invaluable.

Skilled DIYers can tackle many home improvement projects on their own.
However, the complex nature of excavation makes these types of projects the
kind that are best left to skilled professionals. FH218165

GILBERT PLUMBING
e HeartinG

Plumblng & Heahng Specialists

Gilbert Plumbing and Heating
has been providing quality
plumbing and heating
services for over 30 years.

We offer full heating
equipment service
including new
installations, repairs and
service contracts.
We provide commercial
and residential services
for any heating or
plumbing system
installation and repairs.

Contact us for details
or for an estimate.

Gilbert Plumbing and
Heating...Quality without
Compromise!

RIELLO ThermoPride

BURNERS ==

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE

PO Box 96, Gilbertsville, NY 13776 607-783-2289
www. gilbertph.com n

Monday through
Friday 8am to
4:30 pm

. Granite, Quartz, Marble, soapstone,

Quartzite, Dekton and so much more!

Small town business, big time results!
&

Todd Barnes W
607-336-5587 » 607-336-1150 \

6473 County Road 32, Norwich, NY 13815 ; _""j:"_-
barnesbluestonel5@yahoo.com S
www.barnesbluestone.com

UG

, Serving Delaware,
VEP /WALDRON’S Simsemse
Exmy @ Specd Gucen

Showplace Cabinetry WASHER

#TR3003WN

51129

ELECTRIC

DRYER
#DR3003WE

$1129

— 3 year warranty —

FRIGIDAIRE

KitchenAid

. mMAYrAG

Carpet and mel Remnants
avallable at Discounted Prices

¢ Huge Selection of Quality Flooring

Wall to Wall
WE'VE GOT
YOU COVERED!

¢ Financing Available

SHOWPLACE

mmm 4
= 2

Re5|dent|al
and commercial
carpet, luxury
~_vinyl, ceramictile
- &remnants.

Located at 89 Main Street, Sidney NY 13838

607-563-1434 « www.vepappliance.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9 am - 6 pm; Sat. 9 am - 12 pm; Closed Sunday
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o 350 Ton Press High Definition
Structural Sheet & Plate  Concrete Reinforcing Brake p|asma Table
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OMAX Monarch Vertical
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/
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Must-have features
IN your bathroom
remodel

Veteran homeowners recognize the value of remodeling their kitchens and
bathrooms. Kitchens and baths tend to appear dated more quickly than other
spaces, such as living rooms and bedrooms, which can always be revamped
with some fresh paint and new furnishings.

The home improvement pricing resource Home Guide indicates an average
bathroom remodel costs anywhere from $5,500 to $15,000 depending on the
size and scope of the renovation. However, a bath redo can increase a home’s
resale value and can return as much as 68 percent of homeowners’
investments. As homeowners plan their bathroom renovations, it’s a good
time to consider improvements that will improve function and add design
appeal for years to come.

* Floating vanity: Add an airy feeling to the room by creating space between
the vanity and the floor. A floating vanity can be a counter with a vessel sink
or even have cabinets, as long as the vanity doesn’t extend to the floor.

* Freestanding traditional sink or tub: There’s something elegant about a
freestanding tub or pedestal sink. Such features can lend a classic vibe to a
space. However, freestanding fixtures also come in modern or eclectic forms,
so there are options for any design style.

* Frameless showers: Switch to a walk-in shower option, which improves
aesthetics and makes it easier to “age in place” in a home. Pair that frameless
shower with clear glass shower doors so sightline in the space remains
unencumbered.

* Natural textures: Create a calm and serene sanctuary in the bathroom with
light, natural hues and materials. Nature-inspired colors on tiles, walls and
vanities can add to the spa vibe.

* Dual sinks and vanities: With a double vanity, two people can share the
space and easily use the bathroom without getting in each other’s way. One
vanity with two sinks works, but homeowners can create even more personal
space by dividing vanities and mirrors.

* Small textured tile on shower floors: Small textures are appealing and add

r------CI.IP‘NSAVE!------1

1 ASPHALT PAVING |

Residential * Commercial
Driveways ¢ Parking Lots
New Work ¢ Repairs ¢ Seal Coating

Concrete Sidewalks

]

BN CLIP ‘N SAVE! Il BN BN BN BN BN BN B B

'Book Now |

\ Driveway
For 2024! & Parking Lot = __ o
Sealing

607- 336-1400

I BN BN BN BN BN CLIP ‘N SAVE!' BN Bn b on o sm o

:

]

safety. The added texture and grouting will keep feet from slipping on wet
floors. Also, opt for mold-resistant grout to make cleanup even easier.

* Special shower heads: Invest in shower heads that can run the gamut from
creating steam showers to rainfall effects. Some showers will have multiple
shower jets to offer an invigorating experience.

* Improve drainage: Increase the diameter of the drain pipe in the bathroom
from the standard to a two-inch drain pipe. This will reduce the risk of clogs
and overflow leaks.

* Install a window: Natural light and air flow can reduce the risk for mold and
mildew growth, and windows add some aesthetic appeal to a space. Just be
sure to choose frosted privacy glass.

Additional considerations for a bath remodel include heated floors, well-
placed and attractive storage options and a toilet enclosure (water closet) for
added privacy. These and other bathroom renovation ideas can add value and
improve the appeal of the room. TF21A423

DISCOVER A
WORLD OF

POSSIBILITIES!
yifimate
our Destindtion

FOR HOME
IMPROVEMENT

&

We

FURNITURE
MATTRESS

Sunday: CLOSED
Monday-Friday: 9 AM-5:30 PM
Saturday: 9 AM-4 PM
(Unadilla Closed on Saturday)

J&J FURNITURE-
NORTH NORWICH/
SHERBURNE

7348 State Highway 12
Sherburne, NY 13460
607-334-3295

J&J FURNITURE-
ONEONTA

357 Chestnut Street
Oneonta, NY 13820
607-432-6416

J&J FURNITURE-
UNADILLA

35 Railroad Street
Unadilla, NY 13849
607-369-3295

0% FINANCING AVAILABLE

(No minimum purchase) 0% financing offer based on approved credit

NO CREDIT NEEDED

Text JJFURN to 57597or ask for details

Powered by Progressive Leasing

Shop online at:

JandJfurniture.com [ A%

NOW!
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INVENTORY

OVER 100 TRAILERS

IN STOCK

Enclosed Cargo e Utility e Dumps
Landscape ¢ Equipment

AUTHORIZED
Pace American ¢ Sure-Trac ® PJ Trailers

www.ashleytrailers.com TRAILERS
(607) 722-1622 4 &HITCHES

DIRECTLY AT EXIT 3 OFF INTERSTATE 88 £_ "%
2 NY STATE ROUTE 369
BINGHAMTON, NY 13904
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°* « COMMERCIAL

—— GARAGE DOORS
] & OPENERS

5P SAIES « SERVICE

I [l ||||||
\MM M " OVERHEAD
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Prepare your
deck for winter

Homeowners often take steps to winterize the interior of their homes in
the weeks before winter’s arrival, but such efforts should extend to the
outside of a home as well.

Decks make for great gathering places when the weather permits.
Decks are where many people spend their free time and eat their meals
come spring and summer, when the temperatures climb and the sun
sets well into the evening. But as summer turns to fall, homeowners
must take measures to protect their decks from potentially harsh winter
weather.

* Inspect the deck for problems. Decks tend to be used more often in
summer than any other time of year. That makes fall and early winter
an ideal time to inspect for wear and tear and any additional issues that
may have cropped up throughout the summer. Damaged boards and
loose handrails should be fixed before winter arrives, especially for
homeowners who plan to use their decks in winter. Fixing such issues
in winter and even into spring may be difficult thanks to harsh
conditions, so make good use of the relatively calm autumn weather to
fix any issues on the deck.

* Clear the deck of potted plants. Even homeowners who intend to use
their decks in winter should remove potted plants from the deck in the
fall. The home improvement experts at HGTV note that moisture can
get trapped between deck boards and plastic, wood or ceramic
containers in cold weather, and that can contribute to mildew,
discoloration or decay.

* Store unnecessary furniture. Homeowners who like to sit on their
decks in winter will no doubt want to leave some furniture out over the
winter. But those with lots of furniture for entertaining guests can
likely move the majority of that furniture into a garage or shed for the

SALES SERVICE

0%{’?

THE FORD STORE
IN GREENE

PARTS RENTALS

ChenangoSales.com
976 State Hwy. 12
Greene, NY
607-656-8219
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winter. HGTV notes that doing so will prevent the potential formation
of blemishes on the deck that can result from inconsistent weathering.
* Remove snow, but do so carefully. Prolonged contact with snow and
ice can damage a deck. As a result, homeowners should clear snow
from their decks when accumulation is significant. HGTV

recommends using a snow blower on the deck to avoid scarring. If a NORWICH OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT

shovel must be used, push snow with the planks to reduce the risk of

damaging the deck. 5876 County Rd. 32- East River Road, Norwich
Homeowners who take steps to protect their decks throughout the o 607-334-4378

winter months can ensure these popular areas are ready once WWW.norwichope,c()m = ==
entertaining season returns in the spring. FH198133 8:00-5:00 Monday-Friday and 8:00-12:00 on Saturday

Call today ¢to schedule your
cleaning for optimal performance
this heating season.

We offer: B10 Heating Oil, Diesel, Gas and Propane
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Thermo Pride <0
= ..

Fu rn aces Mobile Home Furnéc':es |
and 7

Buderus
Boilers

Air Conditioning\ -
Air Handlers & Boilers

6254 County Road 32,

REESE-MARSHALL  5:0nE 07 3343633

We matkee wanm friends and leep you cool. www.reesemarshall.com

since 1942 email: info @reesemarshall.com
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“Designing Kitchens for more than 40 years.” The Only lndependent/ F&Iﬂily Owned

“Rated the best built cabinet in America

Cabinetry,

Affordable quality cabinets and . 0'
complete design services. ﬂg
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