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Gearing up for
Geese (and Ducks)

Evening Sun Outdoor

Chenango Columnist

Eric Davis

I really gained a

lot of my hunting
experience from duck
and goose hunting in
the Finger Lakes as a
teenager. I did not get
into archery hunting
until I was in college,
so I spent my autumn
weekends in the duck
blind rather than in a
treestand in high
school. Here are some
things to know about
waterfow] hunting and
some equipment |
recommend getting if
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you want to get into
waterfowl] hunting.
Knowing the
regulations and
requirements is critical
when it comes to
hunting ducks and
geese. They are
migratory birds, so
they fall under federal
jurisdiction in the form
of the United States
Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS).
While NYSDEC
Environmental
Conservation Officers
enforce the laws and
regulations within New
York for the most part,

they can have USFWS
Special Agents come in
to conduct
investigations. With
this, know that the
fines and penalties that
come with breaking the
law or regulations are
heftier. The first
requirement is that
everyone who hunts
waterfowl in New York
must register with the
Harvest Information
Program (HIP). Itis a
simple survey asking
about hunting
migratory birds last
year. Once you answer
all the questions, you
get a HIP number that
you must carry with
you while afield
waterfowl] hunting. The
second requirement is
that hunters aged 16
and older must possess
a Federal Migratory
Bird Stamp while
hunting waterfowl. This
stamp can be purchased
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at a United States
Postal Service Office
and the hunter must
sign their name across

the face of the stamp in |

ink. It is worth noting
that about 98 cents off

each dollar that is spent %

on Migratory Bird

Stamps goes directly to ¢ &7

acquiring habitat
critical to migratory
birds for breeding or
for migrating. The third
requirement to know is
that you must use non-
toxic shot, meaning
shot other than lead,
when hunting
migratory birds. The
most common choice is
steel shot as it is the
least expensive option.
Tungsten, bismuth, and
mixes of those metals
are other options that
carry a heavier price
tag. The last
requirement is that a
shotgun that can hold
more than 3 rounds
total in the firearm
must be modified so
that it can only hold 3
rounds total (this is not
required in the
September goose
season or during the
SNOW goose
conservation season).
This is usually
accomplished by
placing a rod in the
tubular magazine of a
pump or semiautomatic
shotgun, often referred
to as a “duck plug.” If
you have questions
about this process, visit

a gun shop to ask them
for assistance.

When it comes
to equipment, the first
thing to invest in would
be decoys, in my
opinion. Using decoys
allows you to place
them where you want
the geese to come in,
so you get ethical shots
at them. Geese will try
to land with decoys
without any calling
more readily than they
will try to land where
there is calling but no
decoys. If you plan to
hunt in fields mostly,
get decoys that are in
feeding positions. If
you plan to hunt over
water where the geese
come to loaf and nap,
get resting and sleeping
position decoys. When
setting decoys,
remember that geese
typically land into the
wind if it is blowing
above 5 mph so leave
an open area where
they can approach and
try to land, this is
where you plan on
getting your shots at
them. If you buy
decoys made for use in
water, realize you need

+ Skinned » Cut ® Ground
¢ Vacuum Sealed
¢ [talian Sausage ¢ Breakfast Sausage
¢ Caping for Mounts  Skull Caps
Specialty Meats Available

We've partnered with a third party to bring
you Venison Jerkies and other specialty meats.

$100 Per Deer For Basic Processing

Accepting deer all season! (bow, muzzleloader & rifle)
1545 Cty. Hwy. 25, Richfield Springs, NY 13439

315-868-6705 / 315-985-5374
www.deerprocessingny.com

to buy rope and
anchors, so they don’t
just float away after
you put them out. The
second piece of gear to
get would be a goose
call. Adding sound to a
decoy spread helps
make it realistic. Most
hunters will start out
with a goose flute but
over time will go to a
short reed call because
you can make a wider
variety of calls on a
short reed than on a
flute call. The third
piece of equipment to
purchase would be a
blind. Either a layout
blind, which looks like
a sleeping bag with
doors, or an open-top
ground blind will work
but in different
scenarios. Layout
blinds allow you to set
up in the middle of
fields without a tall
profile. This helps get
away from hedgerows
or wood edges that
some birds can shy
away from. Open-top
ground blinds, like the
Avian-X A-Frame,
allow you to set up on
fence lines, hedgerows,
and other areas with
more vertical structure
to break up the outline
of the blind. They are
more comfortable to
hunt out of but can lead
to birds not finishing
where you want for
easy shots.

If you are
interested in starting to
waterfowl hunt, make
sure you understand the
regulations before
going out. Remember
to stay safe and only
shoot in safe directions,
because it can get
hectic when a big flock
comes in and you start
shooting.
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What iIs R3?

Evening Sun Outdoor
Chenango Columnist
Eric Davis

In the past few years
there has been a focus on
how to get more people
into outdoor recreation.
The average age of the
hunter in the United
States is increasing
instead of holding steady,
which means less young
people are getting into
hunting to offset the
increasing age of hunters.
A similar trend can be
seen in shooting sports,
archery, fishing and
trapping. Why is this
important? Remember
how the Pittman-
Robertson Act collects
excise taxes on firearms,
ammunition, and archery
equipment that is then
given back to the wildlife
management agency of
each state. Similarly, the
Dingell-Johnson Act does
the same thing for fishing
and boating equipment.
The money is given
based on license sales
numbers for that state.
So, a decrease in hunters
leads to less sales of the
things that get taxed and
then based on lower
license sales, the state
agency gets less money.
This means the state’s
wildlife management will
get less funding to
operate.

To combat this, the
Outdoor Recreation
Adoption Model was

Friends of Rogers

conceived and it explains
the process of becoming
an outdoor
recreationalist. The
model has been given the
nickname of R3. This is
because it describes the
three phases of becoming
engaged in outdoor
recreation as recruitment,
retention, and
reactivation.

Recruitment is the very
beginning of becoming
involved. The recruitment
phase goes from
awareness to interest to
trial. It starts with
becoming aware of the
activity either from
another person or seeing
it online. Then it
transitions to the interest
portion where the person
does more research, like
watching videos on
Youtube, to gather more
information. When they
go hunting/shooting for
the first time, that is the
trial. Once the first hunt
is over, a new hunter has
two options. Either keep
hunting or quit.

This is where the
retention phase begins. In
this phase the new
hunter/shooter is given
the opportunity to learn
and build on their new
foundation. The new
participant can decide to
continue without support
but having support makes
them more likely to
continue. This support
can come from friends
and family who are

. Get outdoors with
your family at
Rogers Center.
Enjoy our paved,
wooded or
challenging trails

- for all ages &

;- activity levels.
Every season

# brings more to see
and do on the trails
at Rogers Center.

Environmental Education Center
2721 St Hwy 80, Sherburne, NY 13460
607-674-4733 FriendsofRogers.org
info@friendsofrogers.org

Hike to Farm Tower
or up Cush Hill. Take
the kids around the
pond on Channels
Trail and feed the fish
at the trout ponds
when your done. Pack
a lunch and use our
picnic tables too! Trail
maps on our website
at friendsofrogers.org
Open year round dawn
to dusk.

positive about their new
activity but can also
include getting help from
other hunters/shooters.
Mentored hunts have
been identified as one of
the best ways to help get
new participants through
the retention phase and to
the point they consider
themselves hunters or
shooters. Pairing an
experienced mentor with
a new participant can
help them overcome

Why does it
matter?

mistakes that can make
them want to stop
participating.
Reactivation covers
getting hunters/shooters
who have had a lapse in
participation. This can
include people who
hunted until they had
children and then
stopped, it can also
include people who
developed disabilities
that made it more
difficult to continue
participation.

The ability to define
these phases of becoming
an outdoor recreationalist
helps state and federal
agencies as well as non-
government organizations
make decisions that can
help increase new
participants. Some states
have started offering
Learn to Hunt programs
that cover more than just
what Hunter Education
typically covers. The
course does cover Hunter
Education requirements,
so the participants come
out of it with their Hunter
Education certificates
and a better starting point

to be successful. Another
popular course is Field
to Fork, where
participants are taught
how to handle wild game
from right after the
harvest to proper
butchering, and finally
ways to cook wild game.
As time continues to
march on, as outdoor
recreation participants
we owe it to ourselves,
and the outdoors that we
love, to introduce more
people to the outdoors so
that they can enjoy it and
so that the outdoors can
enjoy the increase in
funding put back into it.

ORDER ONLINE

at www.toasttab.com/roma-pizza

PIZZERIA & RESTAURANT

Delicious Menu
Ideas for Dinner!

607-843-6555

Corner S. Canal St., Oxford
Open 7 Days A Week

For The Bestln Italmn Food /

- Appetizers -Pizza -Subs - Pasta
«Pizza Rolls -Italian Antipasto

- Chicken Siciliano - Chicken Parmigiana
- Veal Livornese -Seafood & Fish Specialties
- Daily Fresh Bread & Rolls  Plus Many other
- Desserts - Beer & Wine

& 2 Rolls

| PASTA SPECIAL
Mon. & Tyes,

Pasta for
With 2 salads

$ 14%

1 Main Street,
Oxford
607-843-5255

Sun. noon to close; Monday-Saturday 11:00 to close

For The Best In Sports Entertamment!

* 12 Big Screen Televisions!
* Sunday NFL Ticket » Daily Special
* Thursday: Wings Night, 4 pm to 10 pm
* Friday: Happy Hour 4-6pm
Dinner Specials Every Friday 4 -10pm
* Local Draft Beers
* Try a Flight of Drafts
* Sunday NFL Specials

® Burgers

® Salads

KITCHEN NOW OPEN

Serving Lunch, Dinner & Late Night
Offering a Wide Variety Such As:

e Sandwiches ® Wings

Just to Name a Few

Kids Menu Available
Expanded Seating for Your Comfort

* Wraps e Appetizers like
Nachos and

e Chili Loaded Fries

¢ Pizza  Subs

Dinners

Italian & American Lunch And Dinner
Specials Daily

A Taste of Italy...
But in America

PIZZERIA &
RESTAURANT
32 South Broad St., Norwich

607-334-6278
Open 7 Days a Week

www.ninaspizzeria.biz

Welcome To Nina’s!
PIZZERIA & RESTAURANT

For The Best In Italian Food

* Calzones * Pepperoni Rolls
* Antipastos ¢ Specialty Pizza * Beer & Wine

Choose from the Best Selection of Italian %‘j
Dinners, cooked the old-fashioned way.

Proud to
be part of
Norwich since
1975

PIZZERIA & RESTAURANT
32 South Broad St., Norwich

Original coupons
only. No copies

accepted. One coupon
per customer. Minimum %
purchase of $10.00.
Expires 12/31/23
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Conservation and
the Economy

Evening Sun Outdoor
Chenango Columnist
Eric Davis

What is the
difference between
preservation and
conservation? Can you
give an example of
each?

These questions
are commonly asked at
Sportsman Education
courses. | also
remember getting
asked this question on
multiple exams as an

undergraduate in the
Wildlife Management
program at SUNY
Cobleskill. T have even
been asked this
question when I
interviewed for various
job openings in the
fish and wildlife field.
Preservation is
the act of managing
something in a way by
doing very little to
nothing. Think of the
root of the word,
preserve. The goal of

. A Local Name You Can Trust
' Ostrander
Insurance Agency

518-517-1500

' 2457 State Route 7, Cobleskill, NY

Call to save. @R o

NY). D

Insurance’

In-Line Archery

Deer Season Is Fast Approaching.
Stop In And Let Us Help You Get Tuned In.

431 County Rd 44 (Country Club Rd)
Norwich, NY 13815
607-316-6304 or 607-226-3758

Hours: Monday thru Friday, 4 pm- 8 pm
Saturday by Appointment

- We Service all
makes and models
bows and
crosshows

- Tune up and
set up/string
replacement
- DCA Arrows

%< fletched or custom

make your own

preservation is to
protect nature from
human use.
Conservation is the
protection of natural
resources through
active management.
This means studying
the resources and using
various management
tools to arrive at the
best outcome for the
resources. Regulated
hunting is a common
tool used in
conservation. It is also
worth recognizing that
doing nothing is a tool
used in conservation
sometimes.

As already
mentioned, regulated
hunting is a tool used
in conservation. In
North America, unlike
anywhere else in the
world, the wildlife of
the nation is
considered a public
resource no matter
where they may live.
With this notion, the
government is
responsible for
managing these
resources on behalf of
the public. Under the
model, the public is
given access to the
resources through
regulated hunting.
The benefits of
hunting include
helping prevent disease
spread by reducing
high populations,
providing a source of

LOOKING FOR AN AFFORDABLE
GETAWAY OR DREAM HOME_
LOCATION?

Here it is. This 5.15 acre lot
includes camper, shipping
container for toys and a backhoe.
Electric is at the road, perc test
done. Driveway is in and it has
amazing seasonal views. This lot
is conveniently located between
Middleburgh and Cobleskill, close
to 188, convenient to all yet
secluded mountain setting. 5th
wheel camper is a 2007 31 foot
Jay Flight and has a slide out and
is much bigger than it looks in the
pictures. Container is 20 feet long.
Tractor is a 1993 Dynahoe diesel.
Cobleskill-Richmondville Schools.

CONTACT ME FOR MORE DETAILS OR TO SCHEDULE A TOUR.
Pearl “Ruby” Torres
Licensed RE Associate Broker

Direct 845-461-5132
pearlrubytorres@kw.com

kw HUDSON
VALLEY NORTH

Each office independently owned and operated

lean organic meat, and
balancing human-
wildlife conflict. Deer
hunting helps reduce
deer populations which
results in over 200%
fewer deer-vehicle
collisions than if deer
hunting was not
allowed in the United
States. Humans can
mentally benefit
directly from hunting.
A 2002 study indicated
that hunters ranked
experiencing solitude,
relaxation and
relieving stress, and
time to think among
the most popular
outcomes associated
with hunting.

Hunting helps fund
state wildlife agencies
through excise taxes
and license sales. The
Federal Aid in Wildlife
Restoration Act (also
known as the Pittman-
Robertson Act) puts an
excise tax on firearms,
ammunition and other
hunting and shooting
items that are collected
from the manufacturer
directly. This money is
held by the
Department of the
Interior and is
dispersed to each state
using a formula based
on how many hunting
licenses were sold by
the state as a fraction
of all the licenses sold
nationwide and how
big the state is. It is
usually close to a $3-
to-$1 ratio for federal
to state money. Over
$12 million of hunting
licenses were sold in

U.S. Department of the Interior

New York for the 2022
season. In 1970, the
Act was amended to
provide funding for
hunter education and
public target ranges in
addition to the original
purpose of restoration
of wild birds and
mammals and to
acquire, develop, and
manage their habitats.
So not only do hunters
directly contribute to
the conservation of
game animals by
buying their license,
they also contribute
when they purchase
firearms, ammunition,
archery equipment,
and other hunting
equipment. In 2017,
$882 million were
apportioned
nationwide under the
Pittman-Robertson
Act.

Hunters also impact
habitat management
through the purchase
of the Migratory Bird
Hunting Stamp, also
called the Federal
Duck Stamp. In 1934,
President Franklin D.
Roosevelt signed the
Migratory Bird
Hunting Stamp Act.
All waterfowl hunters
who are 16 years old
and older must
purchase and carry a
Federal Duck Stamp
with them while
waterfowl hunting. Out
of every dollar that
purchases a duck

Tundra Swans
Void after June 30, 2024

stamp, 98 cents go
directly towards the
purchase or lease of
wetlands and wildlife
habitat. Since it was
passed, the Duck
Stamp Act has
collected over $800
million that protected
over 5 million acres of
habitat across the
United States.
Currently, the Federal
Duck Stamp costs $25
and is available for
purchase at United
States Postal Service
Offices.

There are additional
economic impacts of
hunting to local
communities. Hunters
may travel out of town
to go hunting, where
they will spend money
on gas, food, and hotel
rooms. Gun shops are
always busy during
the last week or two
before the start of gun
season. It seems that
every hunter stops
hunting on opening
day so that they can
all go to the diner for
coffee at the same
time! The money they
spend at local
businesses help pay
the employees of those
stores. The stores also
collect sales tax, some
of which goes to the
local government and
can end up being used
to repair roads or
provide other services
to the community.

ATV, Motorcycle (Dirt & Street)

HEADQUARTERS

We have you covered
« Jackets * Helmets * Gloves
* Plugs + Qil (including Amsoil®)
» Parts & Accessories
Burt Matott, Jr. -

Phone / Fax: 607-674-9281
84 North Main Street, Sherburne, NY 13460
M-F 10-5; Sat. 10-2; Sun. 9-1 (Dec.-March) Email: sherburnesports @frontiernet.net

Tire Specml

25x8x12 or 25x10x12.
Four Tires

Only
$349
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Ground blind
rehab

Evening Sun Outdoor
Chenango Columnist
Eric Davis

What is the
differel remember
buying a spring steel
framed blind in high
school that took me an
hour to figure out how
to put it back into the
carrying case it came
in. In the last 5-10
years, the pop-up
ground blind has
undergone a huge
transformation to bring
it to the top of the list
of options for hunters.
The hub-style blinds of
today are easy to set-up
and just as easy to take
down. They can also
come with magnetic
doors and windows for
added stealth or mesh
windows that allow you
to shoot an arrow
through them. On the
downside, they are
somewhat expensive (a
good 2-person blind
starts at $99). After
investing in a quality
ground blind, nobody
wants to have
something happen that
would ruin their blind.
A common use for
ground blinds is for
deer hunting. Since
deer are skittish to
“new” things in their
everyday routine, it
pays to set your blind
up a few weeks in
advance of the season
starting so that they get
used to its presence. Do

your best to brush it in
so that it doesn’t stick
out as much but they
will notice it. The
downside to the
weather in New York is
the unpredictable start
of the snowy season.
When a heavy snow
hits and it builds up on
the roof of the blind, its
weight forces the top to
cave in. Once the top
caves in, the weight of
the roof is put onto the
sides and one or more
of the sides will break
due to the increase in
stress. Usually just one
of the poles will break
and the hub will still be
okay. I had this exact
scenario happen to me
this past fall at the end
of archery season. I
went to check on my
blind after a morning
sit and noticed
something was wrong
from about 75 yards
away. | had poles break
on 3 out of the 4 sides
after the roof had caved
in. I spent about half an
hour scooping the snow
off the blind before I
could break it down the
best I could. I dragged
it down the hill and put
it in the garage to try to
melt off the remaining
snow and ice. After
putting my bow away
and changing my
clothes, I started
looking online at
replacement poles for
my blind. The model I

have was discontinued  bench vise and

(of course) so parts tighten the
were nowhere to be vise.

found. I could ordera 5. Usea3/8” [
new hub with 4 poles drill bitto £
for $49.99, but I remove the
needed 3 to fix it so I’d  end of the pole

from the sleeve. Go
for about one inch.
6. Clean out shavings
in the sleeve.

7. Put the blunt end of
the fence post into the
sleeve and make sure it
stays snug.

8. Hold the fencepost
up to another pole with
the ends of their
sleeves even, mark the
fencepost to match the
end of the pole, cut the
fencepost.

spend more on the hubs
and poles than I spent
on the blind! I ended
up complaining about
my situation to a friend
who said they had also
gone through the same
situation. However,
they had found a
solution on an online
forum. They said to
find fiberglass electric
fence posts as they
were the same diameter
as most of the poles
used in ground blinds.
Then all you need to do
is cut them to length
and put them into the
pole holders. I had
thought about this all
winter and finally when
the weather broke a
couple weeks ago, I
spent a Saturday
afternoon working on
my blind. I am pleased
to say that the fence
posts worked
phenomenally. Here’s a
quick rundown of how
it went.

1. Identify what hub
had the broken pole or

FIREWOOD
SEASON
is coming
before you
know it...

many used

in stock!

- Good Selection “-
P of Used Saws!

obsolete parts

blind, it is going to
allow me to use my
bigger ground blind
for the youth turkey
L. weekend in April.
This is critical
because it is easy
to run out of
room when you
have two
g mentors and a
youth hunter all in
the same blind. If you
find yourself getting
ready to throw out a
hub-style ground
blind because the
poles broke, give the
fiberglass fencepost a
try. They cost less
than $2 a piece at
farm supply stores so

9. Put hub assembly
back together and put
the pole ends into their
pockets. Test opening
and closing hub a few
times.

10. If hub holds up to
test, put a few drops of
superglue into the
sleeve where the

, ) if they don’t work,

fencepost is put in. 5

L you aren’t out that
This fix not only saved .

. much but if they work
me from spending a lot
: you save a lot of
of money to repair the
money.

Great
Prices on Bars &
' Chains! '

Unbeatable Prices on Used Chainsaws,
Chaps, Hard Hats and Much More!

We have

&

SERVICING AND REPAIRING ALL MAKES AND MODELS

V. Winnie & son

947 Engleville Rd., Sharon Springs e Call 518-225-5167
Open Mon.-Sat.

—-Or- Call - We are here for you!

RESULTS that move you!

Lovely views of rolling hills and the beautiful Canasawacta
Creek adorn this gem of a property. Don’t miss your chance

| on this once in a life time land to hunt, fish or build your

escape for city living. Only five minutes to Norwich, one hour

| to Utica, Cooperstown, Oneonta, Binghamton, Syracuse and
7| Finger Lakes. Three and a half hours to NYC. Seller has a

Real Estate Brokers License.

poles.

2. Remove the hub
assembly from the
blind using socket
wrench. Set all bolts,
washers, and nuts

Have you been dreaming of being your own boss? Your opportunity is

just around the corner! Deer Path Restaurant, located on Route 8 in

New Berlin, is a local, established restaurant and bar with beautiful views,
plenty of room to accommodate large groups for sit down dining as well as
a welcoming space to gather with friends at the bar. With a covered porch
along the entire front of the building and abundant on site parking, you can
accommodate guests both indoors and out! Kitchen equipment and coolers
included plus full basement for added storage. Call today to schedule your

aside.

tour. Don't miss your opportunity to own this turn-key, successful business!

3. Cut the broken pole
flush with the end of
the sleeve that is cabled
to the hub.

4. Put the sleeve into a

This beautiful 3,900 sq ft home is situated on 63+ acres in the rolling hills
of Central New York, just 3 miles from the quaint Village of Oxford. The

~| foyer's grand entrance is flanked by a substantial formal living room on

one side and a family room with a wood burning fireplace on the other,
with exposed ceiling beams, creating a warm and rustic ambience.

The first floor is rounded out by a large eat in kitchen, dining room, a
huge pantry and a mud/laundry room. The second story has 5 spacious
bedrooms and 3 full bathrooms, including one with a built-in hot tub

S HOME REPAIR’S
HANDYMAN
SERVICE

One Stop Shopping, If Pop
WE DO IT ALL-BIG OR SVALL <Raeitis

_ _ o No One
Complete plumbing service, flooring, lights, Can!
fans, locks, windows, complete tile service,
painting, carpentry, sheet rock repair,
doors, bathroom kitchen repairs, trim.

Pop’

40 Years of Experience
Fully Insured.

Gregory “Pop” Huzinec, Sr. <A
Office: 607-373-3723 | Cell: 607-888-0076

complete with a large stargazing window. The abundant living space of this home will surely become the
gathering spot for your family and friends. In addition to the beautiful and stately home, the property has an
oversized 3 car, 2 story garage with plenty of space for an office, a studio, an Airbnb or whatever your
imagination creates! There is also a two story, red-vinyl sided barn with five horse stalls and plenty of storage
for your outside toys. Located close to many destinations, including; Skiing, Golf, Wine Trails and the
Baseball Hall of Fame, to name a few. This charmer won't last long at this price, call today!

Greenhouse plus 24 Site Trailer Park, water and septic,
units are individually owned. 2,400 square foot block
building. 11.5 acres total. This is a great opportunity with
cash flow right away. Located on County Road 32, just
outside of Norwich.

I am a member of the New York State and the National Association of Realtors, belong to
2 Multiple Listing Services and | am a Premier Agent with Zillow.
What this means to you is more potential buyers and sellers to choose from.
If you are looking to sell or to buy, whether it be residential, commercial, farms or land... Let Me Help.

I will provide exceptional personal service.
‘ Give me a call today.
CAMPBELL Sean Campbell

Licensed Associate Broker - Realtor
%« REAL PROPERTY %

Office: (607) 334-5555 "w
(607) 334-5555

Mobile: (607) 31 6—8587
Sean1realtor@gmail.com
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Evening Sun Outdoor
4 ' Chenango Columnist
Eric Davis

When talking to just about any hunter about how they got into
hunting, the story often shifts to starting out hunting small game as a kid.
Whether it was squirrels, rabbits, or upland birds, they were the start of a
lifelong love of the outdoors. Consider making time this year to take a trip
down memory lane and go small game hunting.

Before I was old enough to deer hunt, I looked forward to the Christmas
season because it meant that my friends and I could start rabbit hunting on
their dairy farm with the conclusion of the muzzleloader season. We
hunted with a dog but she wasn’t a rabbit dog. Daisy was a small, mixed
breed dog they got from the local shelter that went everywhere with Todd
and Matt. We would walk up overgrown creek bottoms going from one
patch of brush to the next looking for rabbits. We would set up in a triangle
around the brush and someone would convince Daisy there was a rat in the

Wakeman 1
Gravel Bank

Unadilla, New York

Screened Gravel, Stone
Products & Cobbles

Delivery Available

607-434-4132

*_ Starting out small

brush (she loved killing barn rats). Once Daisy was in the brush, any
rabbits that were hiding inside would come running out and hopefully one
of us would get a shot at the fleeing rabbit. Sometimes the brush was too
thick for even 10-pound Daisy to fit in so we would have two shooters on
the ready and one person would go up and kick and stomp the brush to get
any hiding rabbits to leave. We would have a variety of firearms between
the three of us. One person carried a .22 rifle for rabbits that stopped in
plain sight and the other two carried shotguns, often one 20 gauge and one
410 for running rabbits.

Squirrel hunting was often an early fall activity when I started hunting but
now that I goose hunt in September, and archery season starts October 1st
I don’t even think about squirrel hunting until later in the fall. Honestly, I
think about squirrel hunting all fall as they make a ruckus around my
treestands while I’'m deer hunting. I just wait until deer season is over to
hunt them. Hunting squirrels late in the year can be tricky as they don’t
move a lot since it’s cold. It sounds just like late season deer hunting; you
need to hunt the food. Oak flats and hickory groves are often productive as
squirrels will hang around looking for any leftover nuts on the ground, or
they have their stashes of nuts in the area near these trees. I like a .22 rifle
with a scope for this. The woods are wide open as most low vegetation has
died and all the leaves are off the trees, so a firearm that can shoot a
squirrel at a distance is needed. If you want to knock back the population
near your treestand, sit right in the stand. Otherwise pick a spot with a
decent vantage point and sit there for half an hour, then move if you
haven’t had any action. Try to stay still and move as little as possible,
squirrels are almost always nervous since a lot of things will eat them and
they can pick up on movement.

As with any other game species, proper care after the harvest is what leads
to good meals. Rabbit stew is one of my favorites. There are very few
things better than a slow cooker full of hot stew after working outside in
the cold. Squirrel can also make a good stew. I’ve heard from other hunters
that squirrel legs dredged in flour and deep-fried are delicious but I am yet
to try this method.

UPGRADE YOUR RIDE SALES EVENT

1,000 OFF

SELECT SPORTSMAN 450 & 570 MODELS

POLARIS

*TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY. SEE POLARIS DEALER FOR DETAILS.

ez /-2
/amm—

8251 State Hwy 206, TROUT CREEK, NY 13847
607-865-6207
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:00 am - 5 pm,
Sat. 9 am - 4 pm, Sun. by appt.
tcsports @pronetisp.net
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Range Bag 101

Evening Sun Outdoor
Chenango Columnist
Eric Davis

In June I was
lucky enough to win a
firearm at a NWTF
fundraising event. It
took a couple weeks
for it to be shipped to
the local dealer I
chose, but I finally
went and passed the
background check to
take possession of the
firearm. I also found a
place online with
clearance turkey
hunting shells and the
firearm [ won is a .410
shotgun. I had them
shipped to another
local dealer I know
and picked the ammo
up the same day as I
picked the shotgun up.
However, I haven’t
had the time to go
shoot it and try out the
different ammo I
bought to see what
shoots the best. I think
this weekend I might
finally have the free
time to go and shoot
it, which got me
thinking about making
sure my range bag is
stocked up. Here are
some important items
to make sure you put
in your range bag

before you leave the
house.

1. Range Bag-
Without a range bag,
there’s nothing to put
things into. While you
don’t need to get a
bag, bags are more
common and come
with lots of pockets
and compartments to
hold all your gear. A
medium-sized toolbox
or tackle box can also
suffice. If you have a
lot of firearms, it may
make sense to have a
bag/box for each type
of firearm. I used bags
for shotgun and rifle
shooting but a toolbox
holds all my black
powder shooting
accessories.

2. Ear Protection-
One of the most
important pieces of
safety equipment is
hearing protection.
Spending a day on the
range without any will
likely give you a bad
case of tinnitus
(ringing of the ears)
for days. Spending
years on the range
without any will lead
to premature hearing
loss. Ear protection

comes in two major
forms, inside the ear
and outside the ear.
Foam ear plugs are
inexpensive and do the
job. These are my go
to when shooting
certain firearms where
I find my earmufts
coming off from
shouldering the
firearm. For most

Covering Chenango
County since 1891.

Your Source For Local News,
Local Sports, Local Events
and our Outdoor Chenango

Columnist Eric Davis

bench shooting, I go
with earmuffs.
Earmuffs usually get a
higher noise reduction
rating (NRR) that
earplugs so they tame
the bark of firearms
better. If you shoot
with a group of people
and you converse with
each other during you
range time, an

electronic pair of
earmuffs or plugs may
be the way to go.
These contain a
microphone and
speakers so you can
hear everyday voices
and sounds but when a
sound is above a
certain decibel, they
muffle the sound.

3. Eye Protection- A
piece of safety
equipment that is
often overlooked, eye
protection should be

ﬁ@mﬂy /BW BUSINESS
C »g SYAVailable

W/ﬂ//iﬂﬂﬁ 77

\' 4

T

worn on the range. In
the event of a firearm
malfunction or the
wind blows clay
pigeon dust towards
the shooter’s location,
eye protection can
save you sight. There
are plenty of options
out there, you can
even find tinted
lenses that make it
easier to see orange
clay birds in cloudy
conditions or in bright
sunny conditions.

continued next page
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turkey gun patterning). If you go to a gun club, they will likely have
I { ang 6 B a g 1 O 1 shooting benches set up so you just need a simple V-type of rest or

sandbag to put the front of the gun on. While larger than most shooting
bags, a full gun rest that holds the butt of the firearm and the forearm or
barrel will hold the firearm completely still and will allow for small
changes in windage and elevation to fine tune your aim. Look at the
Caldwell Lead Sled line of rests to help tame recoil on the bench while
allowing precise tuning.

Continued

7. Ammunition- It may seem silly, but make sure you have ammunition
that will work with your firearm. Match the box of ammunition to the
caliber/gauge stamped into the side of the barrel. If the firearm is new to
you or you aren’t thrilled with how it has been performing either just
shooting or hunting, bring a couple options of ammunition. Make sure to

-
\ give your firearm time to cool down between shots as a barrel that is

overheated will cause poor accuracy. Mark your target with the
ammunition information so you can compare them and decide what
ammunition you want to use.

4. Targets- What you are aiming at can influence how your range session
ends up. When shooting a rifle with a scope, a target with one-inch
boxes on the paper and the bullseye in the middle makes it much easier
to know what adjustments to make after shooting. Or when patterning a
shotgun, a 10” circle is the standard target to use or a paper target with a
turkey head and neck portrayed on it. This should also include tape to
hold the targets on a backing, or staples if using a piece of wood.

5. Multitool- There are few worse feelings that taking the cap off the
turrets of a scope and finding that it requires a flat head screwdriver (or
a coin in a pinch) to adjust the crosshairs. Some sights require Allen
tools to adjust. Look over your firearm and know what you need to bring
to make any adjustments.

6. Gun Rest- This might not be needed if shooting clay pigeons or
handguns, however a good rest is the key to accurate rifle shooting (and

Established 1946
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962 Route 12
315-841-4181
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Go With It

Evening Sun Outdoor Chenango Columnist Eric Davis

When it comes to hunters, many of us like to have a plan.
The plan can be a simple as “Tomorrow I’m going to sit in the stand in the
oak flat.” Or can be complex, like ‘I’'m going to go on a 5-state trip turkey
hunting next spring to shoot a Grand Slam.” The issue is when something
comes up and disrupts that plan. Just like in every other aspect of life, it
not getting knocked down that is important, it is getting back up.

Almost 10 years ago when [ was fresh out of college and living
back at home, I decided to go deer hunting on a weekday when I was off
from work. I did
not get out of bed
right when my
alarm went off but
rather laid around
for a bit before
heading to take a shower. This snowballed into me getting to the winery
where I was hunting about the same time as [ wanted to already be in a
stand. So, I decided to go to the stand with the shortest walk from where

The doe kept walking and made it
through all my shooting lanes
before dropping down a small

ravine to cross a stream.

you park. As I rounded the bend in the private road where you park for that

stand, I saw an SUV parked there that belonged to an older guy that knew
the winery owners. I knew he was in the stand I wanted to go to. I almost
went home after seeing that, but I kept on going down the road and parked
at the very bottom. It had a longer walk but I decided to go to a stand we
call The Stone Wall.

It was the coldest morning of the season and had no wind. I felt like I had
to be scaring away every deer within 10 miles with how loud walking on
the frozen leaves was. I wanted to go slow to minimize noise, but I was so
late that I wanted to walk fast at the same time. After what felt like a half
hour of slowly walking, I made it to the stand. Once up in the stand I
realized that in my rush to get out of the house, I forgot my binoculars!
After a while, I started to hear footsteps coming through the frozen leaves
above me on the hillside. I scanned but could not see what was making the
noise. The walking was getting louder so I knew it was getting closer. |

rng Y

_ Fall is here, and our prices are falling.
With 0% interest for 84 months and
$0 down on the MAX, BMA)_(. 1628,

and more, take full advantage of the
season on the toughest tractor out
there. Learn how you can save by
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grabbed my rifle down from the tree hanger and turned the power on the
scope up. Finally, I spotted some movement and could make out legs
coming through some bushes about 80 yards away. The deer walked out
from the cover, and I could tell it did not have antlers. I had a doe tag and
was thinking about filling it when I heard more footsteps while watching
the doe stay still. I decided to hang on and to try to see what the second
deer was before shooting the doe.

After a little bit, I could see legs again in the bushes but couldn’t make out
the body or head. “What a great day to forget your binoculars,” I said to
myself as I squinted. The doe kept walking and made it through all my
shooting lanes before dropping down a small ravine to cross a stream. |
saw her come back up on the other side and knew my chances to shoot her
were gone. However, the second deer managed to walk perfectly behind
bushes until the edge of the ravine. Before it could start to drop down, I
pulled out my grunt tube and grunted a few times. I saw its legs all stop as
soon as | called. I shouldered my rifle and tried using the scope to see if it
was a buck, but it was perfectly behind a bush. I heard a twig snap in front
of me and looked up to see the doe had come back to investigate the
grunting.

With the second deer not moving an inch since I grunted, I said to myself a
filled doe tag beats unfilled tags. So, I shifted to my right and shouldered
my rifle as I took the safety off. I aimed at the shoulder of the doe and
squeezed the trigger. She fell to the ground and was done for. The crashing
in the leaves from this was enough to get the second deer to take a few
steps to see what was going on. When it did this, I could tell it was a buck
with a good-sized body. I ran the bolt of my rifle, put the crosshairs on his
shoulder, and squeezed. I watched as he too fell like a pile of bricks to the
ground but rolled over the ravine edge out of sight. I gave it a few minutes
and I climbed down out of the stand. I walked up to where the buck had
been since I could see the doe on the ground from the stand. I got to the
drop for the ravine and saw the buck 10 feet away in the middle of the
stream.

I took off almost all my clothing that I had layered up to fight the frigid
temperature and dressed out both the buck and the doe. I then made two
very hot and sweaty trips dragging the deer back to my vehicle. When I
was all done, I was glad that I didn’t go home after seeing the other
hunter’s vehicle first thing!
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Less Bites,

More Fun

Evening Sun Outdoor
Chenango Columnist
Eric Davis

Nothing is quite
as annoying as the
constant buzzing of
mosquitoes around
your ears while sitting
in the stand during bow
season. In the spring
you deal with
mosquitoes and
blackflies while trying
to listen for gobbling
turkeys and then while
trying to stay still while
waiting for a tom to
come into your calling.
On top of flying
insects, you also must
be on the lookout for
crawling pests, like
ticks. I personally
removed two embedded
ticks this spring during
turkey season. To make
your time outdoors
more enjoyable,
finding a way to keep
these literal
bloodsuckers at bay
should be a high
priority.

The first option
to help alleviate the
issue is to pre-treat
your clothing and
equipment. This is my
preferred way to
combat ticks. Spray
your clothing with a

0.5% permethrin
treatment and let it dry
for 24 hours before
wearing it. This
treatment even lasts for
a few trips through the
laundry before needing
to be reapplied. This
treatment also repels
mosquitoes.

The next option
for treatment would be
a repellant actively
applied while afield.
This can be a chemical
treatment such as
DEET or a natural
treatment such as
essential oils. This
treatment option can
work in some situations
but might not be ideal
in others. These
treatments, especially
natural ones, can be
greasy. A greasy
feeling on your hands
can make handling
equipment difficult
especially fishing rods
and reels. It also can
transfer onto your lures
and/or bait, which
could be detected by
fish making them not
bite. Additionally, these
treatments do wear off
and need to be re-
applied every so often.
When working in the
Adirondacks in 2013, 1

endured the black fly
swarms that are famous
up there. The main
problem that I had was
keeping them from
biting my hands as I
was trying to write
notes into my field
journal. After trying
out a handful of
products, I found a
product that worked at
a gas station. It was a
thick gel that had
citronella in it.

A second option
for in the field
treatment would come
in the form of heated
chemicals, such as
candles and torches.
This can be a good
option when fishing
from a boat that is not
moving fast, as the
chemical that is heated
makes a zone of
chemical around the
heat source. Another
popular form of this is
the Thermacell. This is
a small butane powered
device that heats up a
chemically treated pad
to make a zone of
repellant. It gets great

&

reviews for repelling
black flies from spring
bear hunters in Canada.
I have used one for a
couple of years and am
happy with it. The only
thing to remember with
these treatments is that
it takes time for the
zone of repellant to
become established and
heavy winds can make
the repellant useless.

A third option
that my wife and I are
trying after talking
with a few people that
use them are magnetic
repellants. These little
cards get placed in a

| HOME

sock or on a necklace
with the magnetic strip
facing your skin. The
card creates a repellant
zone after 24 to 36
hours that lasts for 3
months.

After spending
time afield, particularly
if you went through tall
grass or low brush, you
should check yourself
for ticks. They will
head towards pockets
on the body. Look at
armpits, the groin,
behind your knees, and
along your hairline. If
you do find a tick that
is attached, it is
recommended that you
remove it by grabbing
it as far forward on the
body with tweezers and
pulling it straight up.
DO NOT smother the
tick with oils or
Vaseline. This will
cause the tick to
regurgitate as it tries to
detach, which is when

») PENNYSAVER
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|

it can pass the bacteria
that causes Lyme
disease.

If you are not
able to fully keep the
other biting insects at
bay, you may find
yourself itching and
scratching irritated
bites. Excessive
scratching at bites can
lead to infection. To
battle this, you can use
antihistamine creams
applied directly to the
bite area or
antihistamine pills.
Black fly bites can
swell so ice can be
useful to combat this.

Whether going
afield to hunt, fish,
shoot, or just to go for
a hike, hopefully this
article can help you be
able to stay in out
longer by dealing with
the biting insects that
can cause you to stop
early.
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My New Favorite

Way to Cook Venison

Evening Sun Outdoor
Chenango Columnist

Whatever cuts were and sister both refused

Eric Davis good for grilling were  to try eating any of it.
- - marinaded in Italian Once I was in college,
— - - Wy, dressing and then I turned to ground
P o e T e  grilled. venison for a lot of
£ i 'i' " i —— quick and easy meals
P, o e Ay = - like tacos or sloppy
:k'- - -~ - 4 3

_—

3

joes. I would often
b Dy have the entire first
e g A ., deer of the year

see 44  minusthe
FUASE,  backstraps and
R et tenderloins
“ turned into

> ground
"~ venison. I
& used ground

venison so
much that now
my wife, who I met in
college and cooked for,
wonAft eat sloppy joes
at all, and tacos and
chili are tolerated on a
once-a-month basis. In
college I also started
using a slow cooker for
roasts. Fast forward a
few more years and |
bought a pellet grill
and smoker after my
aunts and uncles sent
me a check to buy one
as a wedding gift. 1
have been learning
how to use the pellet
grill and smoker for a
variety of foods. I have
perfected racks of ribs
and pork loin roasts.
Venison pepperoni and
summer sausage have
also been produced

For theést 3or4 o

years that I deer hunted
and was successful, I
tended to cook my
venison in two ways.

Everything
else was turned into
jerky. I was in high
school and my mom

p 27,
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using the smoking
features of the grill.
However, I have
continuously been
trying to find the best
way to cook venison
backstraps outside of
in a cast iron skillet
with butter and onions.
That method requires
you to slice the
venison before
cooking it. This makes
it easy to overcook the
venison and dry it out.
I like to cook the
venison as a big piece
and then slice it to
serve it, just like a
prime rib. One method
that worked was to
sear the backstrap on
all sides in a cast iron
skillet, then to put the
whole thing in a 400-
degree oven until the
internal temperature
was what you want it
to be (145 for
medium). This method
worked but it would
often produce a lot of
splattering in the oven
and make it a mess.
When I got a
book on smoking
meats a few years ago
at Christmas, I read
about reverse searing
beef steaks and was
confused about it. The
reverse sear works by

TRUCK CAPS, TONNEAU
COVERS and BEDLINERS

'S L.L.C.
3815 (607) 334-7834

slowly getting the
internal temperature to
how you like your
meat cooked, then
letting it rest for 10
minutes before searing
it in a hot pan so that it
gets some color and
crust on the outside.
Reverse searing can be
done using the oven,
but the book talked
about using a smoker
for the first portion of
the cooking.

So finally this
spring when the
weather broke, |
decided to try doing a
reverse sear on some
venison steaks as a test
run. [ put a rub on the
steaks and refrigerated
them for a couple of
hours. I started the
pellet smoker and took
the steaks out to get to
room temperature
while the smoker
heated up. Once the
smoker hit 250
degrees, I put the
steaks on with a
wireless thermometer
in the thickest one. The
receiver was set to 135
degrees, so it would
beep when the
temperature was
reached. Once that
happened, I removed
the steaks and put
them on a plate. Then I
put a tin foil cover over
them to trap in any
moisture leaving the
steaks for 10 minutes. |
heated up a cast iron

Carving the roast at the end,
seeing, and tasting how moist
and delicious it was cemented
the reverse sear into my
venison cooking repertoire.

pan, so it was hot
when the 10 minutes
was over, and I added
avocado oil to the
pan (it has a high
smoke point, so it
wonAft burn in the
pan). Then I seared
the venison for about
2 minutes on each
side. I removed the
steaks and cut into
one of them to see
how it looked. It
looked gorgeous!
The middle was pink
with juices running
out of it once cut and
the outside had a nice
crust with the
beginning of a smoke
ring from the low
temperature on the
smoker. The only
thing better than the
look was the taste!

A couple of weeks
later, I decided to try
the reverse sear on a
hindquarter roast
since it wasn’t cut
into steaks yet. I did
everything the same
as the first time and
it also turned out
spectacularly.
Carving the roast at
the end, seeing, and
tasting how moist
and delicious it was
cemented the reverse
sear into my venison
cooking repertoire.

I encourage you to
try the reverse sear
this year because you
wonAft be
disappointed!

Superior Heating &
Ai Duct Cleaning

Kirk Gardner
607-349-0831

17 Like Us On Facehook

Heating, Electric, Air Conditioning, Plumbing, Carpentry, Home Repair
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So Many Options

Evening Sun Outdoor Chenango Columnist Eric Davis

L Y " ‘ L.}
J'\ \
\

Y ]

It is that magical time of year for outdoor recreationalists because
there are so many different options of what to do. Archery season began
October 1, the salmon are running in the Salmon River, pheasant and
duck seasons begin Saturday October 16. With so much to choose from,
how can you decide what to do with your limited time off? Use the

weather to help you

decide.

If rain is in the forecast,
consider skipping an
archery hunt and hit the
swamp for wood ducks.
Rainy days are often

If it is supposed to be warm and dry, an
upland bird hunt can be a great way to
enjoy an autumn day. The DEC stocks
pheasants on some pieces of state land

called ducky days. The
churning of the water from the rain mixes up invertebrates and plant
seeds in the water and makes them easier for the ducks to feed on. Rain
also hides camouflaged hunters better by limiting the ducks’ visibility. A
spinning wing decoy will get incoming ducks to try landing with it so put
this where you want to be shooting and leave a little pocket around it.
Early in the season, a decoy spread of a dozen or two is all you need.

If it is supposed to be warm and dry, an upland bird hunt can be a great
way to enjoy an autumn day. The DEC stocks pheasants on some pieces
of state land, so put on your blaze orange with either some buddies and/
or your hunting dog. Work into the wind with your dog so they can get
the scent of any birds. If hunting without a dog, walk in a line with the
hunters spaced apart so birds can’t run through between them. Just be
mindful that archery season is open so make sure you are following
proper safe handling of your firearms and are careful of your shooting
directions.

Warm days may also call for getting cooled down in a creek or river. You
might catch the tail end of the salmon run up north or you might find
brown trout getting ready to spawn in rivers locally. Fall bass fishing can
be fun as they are feeding aggressively to get ready for winter. As they
chase baitfish in shallow, topwater baits can lead to some spectacular
action.

If a cold front comes in, it may be best to sit in a treestand or ground
blind. Cold overnight temperatures can lead to deer feeding longer into
the morning before heading to bedding areas. As they head to lay down,
now the sun is up and you can get a shot. As the day length gets shorter,
bucks will start to use scrapes and rubs to mark their territory as the rut
approaches. Rattling can be a good technique as the bucks are
establishing territories and the sound of fighting bucks can draw other
bucks in to get in on the action. The first does will start to come into heat
in late October and the bucks will start cruising trying to find the first
receptive doe of the year. Halloween is a favorite day of many
bowhunters to start all day sits.

Do not be afraid to double-dip or mix-and-match your days. Duck hunt in
the morning and then bow hunt in the afternoon, or bow hunt the
morning and then hit the pheasant field after lunch. With so many
options available, there’s no excuse to stay at home!

REAL ESTATE

117 Ryberg Road, McDonough, NY 13801
(607) 843-6988 + Fax (607) 843-6989
www.bigdiamondre.com
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
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LAND FOR SALE

REDUCED - GRAVEL POTENTIAL. 114 acres with magnificent

| views. Frontage on Route 12 north of Norwich. Tillable
| acreage and Woodlands. Excellent hunting. Price.............. $195,000

REDUCED - RIVER BOTTOM. 20 acres with excellent
frontage on Route 12 north of Norwich. Price........................ $58,000

GREENE, NY. Rte. 12, 94 mostly wooded acres. 2 story barn

with electric and septic. Spectacular views! Great hunting.

Possible future timber, gravel, stone and shale potential.

Great investment property. Price........cccccoeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiis $199,500

PRESTON, NY. 60 acres on Tamarac Road. Wooded parcel
with excellent road frontage and potential pond site. Great for
recreation, hunting or building a home. Long road frontage.
Ribbons are up on road frontage at approximate borders.

Prce....oooeeeerereerirerirennn. SALE . PENDING . ..$62,500

PRESTON, NY. Marketable Timber. Norwich Schools. 46+/- acres
on County Rte. 10A. Some previous logging trails for access.
Estimated timber value $25,000-$30,000. Great private

parcel for recreation, hunting, camping and more. Price....... $94,500

PLYMOUTH, NY. 34 acres great development land, home site,
farming, recreation and more. Lots of frontage on the Canasawacta
Creek for the avid fisherman. Portions of the land have been
maintained with crops. There is a nice mix of open and treed areas.
If you are looking for more land, additional acreage may be
available. If you love golfing, the Canasawacta Country Club

is right up the road. Come take a look! Ribbons are up for
approximate road frontage boundaries. Price........................ $99,500

PLYMOUTH, NY. 18 acres with more land available. Minutes from
downtown Norwich. Quite level with maintained croplands and treed
border for Privacy. Canasawacta Creek in rear. Excellent fishing.
You can build, develop for home site, recreation, Homestead or what
ever your needs may be. There aren’t many larger parcels this close
to town. Paved maintained road with electric. Ribbons

marking approximate road frontages. Price..............cccvveeeen. $54,000

PLYMOUTH, NY. 2 bedroom cottage, only 5 years old, with
septic and well on 25 mostly open acres. Fence for horses,

beef and sheep. Year round stream runs entire width of property.
Good frontage on maintained road with electric.

Norwich Schools. Price.................. SALE PENDING. . $119,900

PLYMOUTH, NY. Rte. 23 with 59 acres. Frontage on Canasawacta
Creek leads to beautiful, private woodlands with an open area.
Waterfalls plus marketable hardwoods.Great area for hunting,
building, recreation, camping and more. A few trails throughout.
Perfect get-a-way for those that want that isolated feeling,

yet only about 5 minutes to downtown

Norwich. Price..........ccccccceoiinnnnnn. SALE PENDING $119,000

OXFORD, NY. 22 wooded acres mostly hardwoods with
excellent frontage on maintained road with electric and

large pond near state hunting and ISINLEPPENDING . --$44,000

OXFORD, NY. Abutting state land. Mobile home with full basement
on 43 scenic acres with 17 additional tillable acres available.
Spectacular views, stream, nice balance of open and woods.
Garage, workshop and Generac generator.

Very private! Priced To Move At....SRALE PENDING $123,000

OXFORD, NY. Business Opportunity. 74 Storage Unit Complex
on Rte. 12. Excellent condition. Super income

OpPPOItUNItY.....ccvveeiieciecciec e SALE PENDING .$137,000

OXFORD SCHOOLS. Marketable Timber. 58+/- acres. Wooded
parcel on rural country road, yet minutes to Rte. 12 and Oxford.
Perfect for year round home or recreation. Owner reports

roughly $10,000-$30,000 in timber. Price..............ccceevvvrenee. $75,000

OTSELIC, NY. Abutting state land, 102 +/- acres parcel.

Open and wooded. Frontage on maintained road with electric.
Excellent stream runs entire width of parcel.

Excellent for hunting, camp or yeaSALECPENDING..$150,000

GUILFORD, NY. 5 mostly wooded acres with maintained
road & electric. Sidney school district. Snowmobile trails
run through this property..........cccccoovveiiieiiie e $15,000

WANTED - FARMS OR LAND

We have a potential cash buyer for acreage with good road

frontage ratio, views and pond, stream a plus.
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Your Source for Steel, Custom
Stainless, Aluminum & More Fabrication
o 350 Ton Press High Definition
Structural Sheet & Plate  Concrete Reinforcing Brake p|asma Table
) rs - Products & , o .

OMAX Monarch Vertical
Water Jet Milling Machine

Piles Additional Building
Decks & Grates Materials

Drainage Snow Plow & Heavy Plate Roller Cincinnati
_ Products Equipment Wear Parts Hydraulic Shear

800-238-7833 or 607-674-6363 //// DR
Fax: 607-674-9706 MEtal Roof \
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www.SteelSalesinc.com
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Fall Turkey Tactics

Evening Sun Outdoor
Chenango Columnist

Eric Davis

While the thunderous
gobbles of mature
toms make the spring
turkey season so
exciting, a good fall
turkey hunt can feel
more rewarding.
Autumn has turkeys
focus on one thing,
getting ready for
winter. To go into the
cold season as
prepared as they can
be, turkeys must pack
on fat reserves that
will help them get by
when snow is covering
the ground (and the
foods they usually
eat). Because of this,
hunting turkeys in the
fall typically relies on
patterning the turkeys.
A turkey has a simple
life motto of, “if I
survived yesterday, 'l
do the same thing
again today.” This
lends itself to making
fall hunting easier as
long as you know what
the turkeys did
yesterday. Getting to
know their schedule,
such as hitting a corn
field in the morning or
being in a block of
woods in the afternoon
lets you create your
game plan. If you
know the birds travel
plan, you can set up an
ambush spot. Make
sure you get there a
little early so you can
get settled in and make
sure of your shooting
lanes. If you know the
turkeys’ pattern well
enough, you don’t
need to bring any calls.
Calling fall turkeys is a
different game than
calling spring turkeys.
In the fall, toms and
last year’s jakes form
into bachelor groups
that generally do their
own thing compared to
the hen and poult
flocks. If you know the
whereabouts of a
bachelor flock, using
some gobbler or jake
yelps can convince the
group that either a
member is nearby.
They may also

investigate because
there is a pecking
order within the flock
so they will come try
to put this new guy
into his place.

Where most callers
have success in the
fall, is calling to the
hen and poult flocks.
Multiple hens with
their poults from this
spring form larger
flocks where they use
the strength in number
approach to surviving.
However, the flaw in

haulmg, exploring - T

their system is that
poults can wander off
without being noticed
in the crowd. When a
poult gets lost or too
far from the others,
they will call to see
where the flock has
gotten. This call is
referred to as a kee-
kee. It often sounds
more like a whistle
than a “turkey call.”
When hens hear this,
they will cluck yelp in
response. It is like the
wild turkey version of

L

Franklin
387 Center St.
607-829-2600

Marco Polo. The
ability to replicate the
kee-kee makes a
hunter’s success rate
go up. To produce this
high-pitched call, use a
diaphragm call what
has 2 reeds and
doesn’t have any cuts
in the reeds.

Another calling tactic
that can work is to
challenge the
dominant hen in a
flock. The flock has a
pecking order just like
the bachelor group

S

Waterville

315-841-4181

does, with one hen
being the alpha. If you
call aggressively at
her, she may respond
with her own excited
yelps and cackles.
Generally, [ try to
mimic what I hear
from the live bird that
way [ don’t get too
aggressive and cause
her to take the flock
the opposite direction.
One hunting technique
that deserves to be in
its own category is fall
turkey hunting with
dogs. It is legal to use
dogs to fall turkey hunt
in New York, as well
as dozens or other
states. The approach is

W

WhltesFarmSuppIy com
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somewhat simple but
complex all the while.
You go out with your
dog to get on the scent
of a flock of birds, set
the dog off and the
dog breaks up the
flock. You then get the
dog and pick a spot to
sit and call. Since the
birds want to be back
together, you call like
one of them and hope
they reconvene within
range of you. This is a
technique that still
requires you to have a
good idea of where the
turkeys are at a given
time so you can get
the dog onto fresh
scent.

Canastota
962 Route 12 4154 Route 31
315-697-2214

ndmaster can handie Just about anything you throw its way. That's because the

un g,
: Landmasler is built:with everzthlng you need to-get the job done. You'll get On-demand 4WD (select models) with locking

differential to get you throug

tough applications. Haul up'to.700 Lbs and tow up to 1,500 Lbs. A CVT transmission to give you

the right amount of power in each situation. Name-brand, automotive-grade, components-to keep your Landmaster stronger
than ever. And most-importantly, an American Made UTV designed, engineered, fabricated and assembled in Columbia City,

Indiana.

X LANGIMASTER

== AMERICAN MADE UTVs
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Evening Sun Outdoor Chenango Columnist Eric Davis

When someone takes the
Hunter Education Course in
New York, they learn about
the 5 stages of hunter
development. The stages
cover the typical transition a
hunter goes through and
they do not necessarily go
through the stages in the
same order as other hunters
do. The five stages can
easily be used to describe
fishermen or women also.

The shooting stage
typically is first. The focus
of the hunter is to get shots
off without a real focus on
the quality of the shot. Due
to being “trigger happy,” the
hunter can make bad shots that aren’t lethal to game or can be dangerous to
other hunters. Hunters in this stage move out of it quickly with the help of
experienced mentors and putting in some time on the target range. For
fishing, I would replace the word shooting with casting. The focus is on
fishing as many places as possible and can lead to making casts that end up in
trees or over powerlines.

The limiting-out stage happens when the hunters uses limiting out as
their measure of hunt success. A hunt that results in less than a limit of game
is considered a failure. Due to the focus on harvesting a limit, hunters in this
stage also can take dangerous shots that put other hunters in potential harm.
Again, experienced mentors can help hunters grow out of this stage. This
stage can be seen in fishing with anglers wanting to catch their limit of fish.
In fishing, this could include keeping fish that are below the legal keeping
size to make the total catch appear bigger and/or better.

When a hunter is selective and judges their success by the quality of

the animal instead of quantity, this is called the trophy stage. The hunter will
pass up animals that aren’t deemed to be a trophy. Most of the time in
hunting, this will apply to big game hunting. Waterfowl hunters aiming to
harvest beautiful drake ducks can also be called trophy hunters. There are
plenty of fishermen that are on the hunt for the fish of a lifetime.

The method stage is when a hunter puts more focus on the technique
over the quality or quantity of game harvested. For big game hunting, this
could mean using archery or black powder equipment for the first time. It
could also mean trying to track a deer in fresh snow. For small game hunters,
it may be hunting with a dog for the first time. For fishermen, it could be
trying to catch a trout on a fly rod or catching bass on a weedless frog in the
lily pads. The size of the fish or number of fish doesn’t matter if it is caught
using that specific method.

The last stage is the sportsman stage. In this stage, success is
measured by the entire experience of the hunt. It includes an appreciation for
the animal hunted, the technique used, and the companionship of other
hunters. In this stage, a hunt can be called successful without any animals
being harvested. In fishing, spending the day with friends on the lake may be
considered a success without any fish being caught.

I would say that hunters can be in different stages at the same time,
particularly if they are trying different types of hunting (small game,
waterfowl, big game). I know that I am at least. With my compound bow I
pass up smaller bucks in hopes of seeing a bigger buck (trophy stage). During
firearms season, I focus more on filling the freezer with venison (limiting-out
stage). My waterfowl hunting has come to focus on hunting with good friends
and maybe harvesting some ducks (sportsman stage).

When it comes to fishing, I am at a hybrid stage between trophy stage and
method stage. Due to my allergy when consuming fish, I don’t try to catch
fish to put on my dinner plate. So instead, I try to focus on technique and
catching bigger fish that I release anyway. My next adventure is going to be
fly fishing. I took a fly rod and a couple boxes of flies from my grandfather’s
house after he passed last year with the goal of learning how to use them. No
matter what stage or stages you may be in, the key is to get outside and enjoy
yourself. And don’t forget to invite someone new to come with you!

Check Us Out For The Best
Selection Of Hunting And Fishing
Needs In The Central NY Area!

» Lures « Bait + Ammunition
- Fishing Supplies

- Bows  Archery Supplies -
» Archery Lanes « Crossbows
» Camping Supplies & Accessories

selection
of long and
hand guns
in the
area

Firearms and Ammunition Arrive Daily!

o] jve Bait eLicenses
o(Gift Certificates
Always Available

607-334-2001
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SPORTING GOODS, INC.

Rte. 12 South, Norwich o0oPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
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